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Resumo/Abstract 

Alto-Douro Wine producing (ADW) region is a nominated UNESCO world heritage 
site since 2001. Among the characteristics that conferred the nomination was the fact 
that the landscape tells a two thousand year story of man altering the landscape through 
wine production. In the landscape are visible and coexist various techniques of vine 
growing from the most ancient, pre-phylloxera terraced vineyards or socalcos (until 
1860) and post-phylloxera terraced vineyards (end of the 19th century until the 30s of 
the 20th century) to the more recent techniques since the 1970s, including vineyards in 
patamares, vineyards on vertical planting (the last decades of the 20th century) and 
natural sloping planted vineyards (FRAH, 2000). Influenced by the winemaking 
activities, other cultural elements testify the lifestyle of several generations that have 
passed by ADW: the villages, accessibility, and religious heritage. Sustainability of 
word heritage sites rest, according to Landorf (2009), on two fundamental pillars: 
planning and wide participation of all stakeholders. Additionally, sustainable 
preservation of cultural landscapes requires some form of financing that can accrue 
from production activities, tourism, or public funding, to name a few. The involvement 
of stakeholders through the elicitation of the monetary value attributed to the various 
attributes of the ADW landscape is the primary objective of the paper. On a 
methodological vein we intend to contribute to clarifying the role non-market valuation 
techniques should play on public decision making regarding cultural landscapes. We 
hypothesize that the intangible benefits of the designation of world cultural landscape 
are not negligible. 
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